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Why does Darl ask Jewel whose son he is? 
 
When they reached the Gillespie place, where did they first place Addie’s coffin? 
Then where did they move it to, and why? 
 
What do we know about Jewel’s eyes?   
 
Why does Cash sweat?  What does he mean by, “It feels fine”? 
 
When Darl and Vardaman listen to the coffin, what do they hear?  Where is the 
coffin then?  Where is Cash? 
 
What color is Cash’s leg?  Why do we see Mr. Gillespie’s and his son’s legs? 
What did Dewey Dell tell Vardaman not to tell anyone? 
 
Who sets the barn fire?  Why?  What livestock is in the barn?  Who saves the 
livestock—be specific.  What else must Jewel save?  How?  Why is that 
symbolically important?  How does it complete Addie’s statement?  Describe 
Jewel’s injuries. 
 
How do Anse, Cash, and Darl react to the fire?  After the fire, where is Addie?   
 
Why do they decide to break and remove the cement from Cash’s leg?  Describe 
the process.  What do we learn about Anse’s role in cementing the leg?  Where 
is Darl, and what is he doing?  Why? 
 
See bottom of p. 216, 3rd paragraph of Darl’s reflection here: “We mount the 
wagon again where Cash lies on the box, the jagged shards of cement cracked 
about his leg.  The shabby mules droop rattling and clanking down the hill.” 
What do we picture now every time the wagon starts up a hill?  Then down a 
hill?  What do we think about the great deal Anse got on the span of mules?  
About how he has helped mend Cash’s leg? 
 
Why does Dewey Dell insist on stopping?  Why take the package of Cora’s 
cakes with her? 
 
Why has Anse not followed the advice of Tull, Samson, Gillespie (whomever) 
and had Addie’s grave dug before they reach Jefferson?   
 
Why is Jewel so embarrassed when they reach Jefferson?  What threat occurs?  
How is the threat resolved?  What do we learn about Jewel? 
 



 
Cash reveals the Bundrens’ dilemma about Darl.  What is it?  What does Anse 
do?  Why?   
 
What do we make of Cash’s statement in paragraph 9 of his statement 
beginning on p. 222: “Because Jewel is too hard on him . . . what the most 
folks says is right”? 
 
Though Cash may lose his leg, what do the Bundrens do first in Jefferson?  
How long since Addie died? 
 
How do they get tools to dig the grave?  Who secures them?  How?  Who digs? 
Why is the graphophone important here? 
 
Who told Gillespie that Darl set fire to the barn?  When the authorities come 
for Darl, who holds him down?  To whom does Darl look for explanation?  
Whom does he think betrayed him?   
 
Why does Cash advise Darl to go to Jackson?  Where is Jackson?  What about 
the Gillespie situation leads Cash to understand the heinousness of the arson? 
 
How does Peabody regard Anse Bundren?  What does Peabody say about 
Cash’s leg?’ 
 
Who is Skeet MacGowan?  How does he lie to Dewey Dell?  At their first 
meeting, what does he give her?  At their second meeting? In return for what?   
 
How does Vardaman associate the toy train with Darl?  Why does Faulkner 
introduce the cow on the Jefferson street, observed by Vardaman, while Dewey 
Dell is in the cellar with MacGowan? 
 
Where do the Bundrens stay over night in Jefferson?  How is that possible? 
 
What points of view does Faulkner employ for Darl in his last monologue?  
Why?  Where do you see shifts?  Why is Darl laughing?  What detail reveals 
Darl was in World War I in France?  Near the end of this monologue, where 
does Darl imagine himself to be? 
 
How and why does Dewey Dell lie about the $10?  Why does Anse take it?  
What all does Anse do with the money?   
 
In the final monologue, Cash remembers music.  How has Anse deprived him of 
music?  How has Anse deprived Darl and Jewel and Dewey Dell and 
Vardaman? 
 
What has Anse gained? 


