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Where does the action begin?  Where exactly is each of the Bundrens, and what 
is each of them doing when the action begins?   
 
What time of year is it?  Why does that matter? 
 
List the Bundren children in birth order, oldest to youngest, with approximate 
ages.  Using, say, three or four adjectives for each child, describe them 
physically, intellectually, emotionally. 
 
Describe Anse.  What is Anse doing on the porch with Tull?  What sort of 
farmer is Anse?  What sort of father and husband?  Why does he rub his 
knees?  What is Addie doing?   
 
Describe Addie.  What is she doing?  To whom does she speak, and what does 
she say?  What sort of farm wife is she?  What sort of mother and wife? 
 
Who are the Tulls?  What are Vernon and Cora like?  Who are their children?  
What does Vernon Tull want from the Bundrens?  What are Cora’s and Kate’s 
main concerns?  What specifically do we earn from the monologues of Vernon 
and Cora? 
 
Describe the relationship between Darl and Jewel, between Jewel and Cash, 
between Darl and Dewey Dell.  What is Cash doing?  Why? 
 
Describe how Jewel handles the horse. 
 
What happened to Dewey Dell and Lafe?  Why?  Be specific. 
 
Why do Darl and Jewel leave?   
 
What does Vardaman do with his fish? 
 
Who is Peabody, and why has he come?  How old is Peabody?  What are his 
concerns, his values?  What does he do at the Bundrens’ farm?  What does 
Anse want from him?  What does Dewey Dell want from him? 
 
Identify three or four phrases or sentences you find especially apt or telling or 
striking. 
 
Do you know any of these characters?  If so, which? 
 
 



 
 
 
 


