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Peter and the Commandment to Love 
 
With this chapter we begin Spong’s third section, this one focused on the 
farewell discourses (to the disciples) and the high priestly prayer.  What 
are the “farewell discourses”? 
 
Just as the disciples must live without Jesus, the Johannine community 
must live without the synagogue.  Hence, Jesus and John admonish 
their communities about what Spong calls “wasteful love.”  What is that? 
 
Describe the Passover meal in Bethany.  How does it recall Psalm 41? 
 
What does Spong mean when he calls Peter “a work in progress”?  Why is 
Peter appalled at Jesus’s foot-washing ritual?  (I confess that I’m with 
Peter here.)  What barriers does this ritual destroy? 
 
Who is the “beloved disciple”?   
 
How does John stress the unity of human and divine?  What is Jesus’s 
new commandment to the disciples?  If God is no longer an entity in a 
place, what precisely is God? 
 
What does Spong say about love in the last few paragraphs?  Why are 
these ideas so complex and scary?   
 
Indeed, why is a commandment to love wholly and unreservedly much 
more difficult to follow than a list of rules to obey?  And what does this 
difficulty say about us as we try to love?  About those who opt for a set of 
rules and dogmas?  (The material here leads me to wonder if perhaps we 
should offer more sympathy to the evangelicals who choose rules and 
certainties—because we know that loving is so much harder to do.) 
 
 
Not Atonement, but Glory!  John Clarifies Jesus’ Death 
 
Spong opens the chapter by describing atonement theology as derived 
ultimately from Paul’s writings.  What in Paul’s writing helped Christians 
create atonement theology?  According to Spong, what in Paul led to his 
description of sin and atonement? 
 
Briefly describe the two creation stories from Genesis.  How did 
Augustine combine and skew them?  How did he turn a “good” 



prelapsarian world into an “evil” postlapsarian one?  How did that 
interpretation create a need for atonement?  Why would an evil, sinful 
world appeal to Augustine, given what we know of his own struggles and 
sins?   
 
What might lead both Luther and Calvin to stress atonement theology?   
 
What was the “tree of the knowledge of good and evil”? 
 
When, when will we return to Paradise Lost to consider all these 
questions through Saint John Milton’s perspectives? 
 
What three Hebrew “lamb” stories does Spong review?  How does each 
influence Christian dogma?   
 
Distinguish between the paschal lamb, the two pure animals of Yom 
Kippur (including the scapegoat), and the suffering servant who remains 
silent as a lamb.  Which does Spong believe most influenced the 
Johannine writer?  How and why?   (Please read closely last paragraph 
on page 184.) 
 
What did you learn about Barabbas?  (I think the scapegoat is much 
older than the Hebrews, deriving from Sumer actually.  I’ll check—in any 
case, we know that all cultures create some kind of scapegoat ritual.) 
 
How does John differ from the synoptic gospels in understanding the 
parousia?  How does this writer use Thomas, Philip, and New Judas to 
illuminate Jesus’s understanding of human and divine? 
 
 
 
 


